Great Berry Primary School PTA
PTA Meeting Minutes
Date: Monday 13th July 2026
Present 
Hollie McEwan, Rebecca Hoarau, Debbie Shepherd, Glenn Secular, Vikki Blackholly,                        Kayleigh Lang-Mundy 
Apologies
April Barnes, Shelly Carwwod, Jenni Parlour, Lucy McCarthy, Gemma Jacobs, Vicky Scoot,                       Ava Constantinou, Natalie Allen

Berry Fest 2026
Funding 
· Berry Fest 2026 raised a fantastic £4,360.95.
· Overall, the committee were pleased with the total, particularly as the cost of goods and services has increased significantly.
· Remaining stock will be reviewed to determine whether it can be used at the Christmas Bazaar or future discos.
Event Feedback
Overall feedback was very positive. The following points were discussed:
· The petting zoo and inflatables require improved wristband security.
· PTA volunteers should be allocated to supervise the petting zoo throughout the event.
· Some parents commented that the petting zoo had been free at the school’s Thank You Event. It was noted that the Thank You Event was fully funded by a sponsor, meaning there was no cost to the PTA.
Inflatables
Several ideas were discussed for future events:
· Keeping the inflatables as a separate event was suggested, although members felt families may not stay for the whole fete if there were no inflatables.
· Ellis Inflatables could potentially manage their own wristband sales and pay the PTA a percentage. However, members felt this would likely generate less income than selling wristbands ourselves.
· Concern was raised regarding the PTA’s upfront inflatable hire cost of over £2,300.
· The committee will investigate:
· Timed inflatable sessions.
· Replacing the “Zorbing” inflatable with large trampolines.
· Providing a soft play area for under 5s instead of bouncy castles.
· Reducing the under 5s wristband price if only soft play is provided.
Event Improvements for 2027
The committee agreed to explore:
· Introducing tokens that can be purchased by card and used across all stalls.
· Moving the raffle to a more central location.
· Having volunteers sell raffle tickets around the event.
· Relocating the Glitter & Glow stall to the front of the event.
· Introducing a PTA-run cocktail bar & Selling strawberries and cream.
· Reviewing whether to continue with the cake stall next year.
Parent Feedback
Feedback from the parent survey was overwhelmingly positive.
Suggestions included:
· More vegetarian food options.
· A “Soak the Teacher” sponge throwing stall, which the committee felt could be a popular fundraiser.
Ice Cream Van
· The ice cream van should not sell drinks next year.
BBQ & Refreshments
· The committee were happy with food sales.
· Similar quantities will be ordered next year.
· Double burgers should be available throughout the day.
· Alternative butchers may be considered, although Cooper’s continues to provide excellent quality and value.

Ice Cream Sales (after school)
· Approximate profit: £1,200

Financial Update
· Estimated PTA profit for the academic year is between £18,000 and £20,000.
· Keeping in mind all of our agreed fundings, it is a good amount.
· Final figures are still to be confirmed as several Yellow Forms remain outstanding.
· Glenn will review the remaining claims.

Yellow Form Funding Requests
Year 4 Musical Instrument Subscription
· Cost: £529
· Further information required as this is an annual subscription.
Year 6 Assembly Trophies
· Cost: £42.49
· Approved.
Year 5 Residential T-Shirts
· Cost: £775
· Not approved.
Year 6 Photobooks
· Cost: £597
· Committee felt parents would be willing to fund these themselves.
· Not approved.

Class Funding
· All classes have now received an email outlining the funding available to them for the next academic year.

AGM
· Date: Thursday 10th September 2026
· Time: 7:30 pm
· Venue: Dining Hall (or Sports Hall)

Events Coordinator
· Vicky S will be stepping down from the Events Coordinator role.
· An email advertising the vacancy will be sent to the whole school community and Class Representatives.
· Holly M expressed an interest in taking on the role.

Communications
· Berry Fest raffle winners will be published in the Berry Bulletin.
· The total amount raised at Berry Fest will also be announced in the Berry Bulletin.

Wreath Making Event
· Planned for 4th December 2026.
· Date to be confirmed with DP and the florist.
· Once confirmed, the event will be added to the PTA events calendar.

Marsh Farm Tickets
· Sales have been lower than expected.
· Ticket price will be reduced to £10.
· A promotional email will be sent to Key Stage 1 families only.
· The committee agreed not to run the Marsh Farm event again next year.

